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Dear Friends...

It's good to

pause...

In December we complete our
series on Revelation in the
evenings and lead on towards
Christmas with the morning
themes. A team from the
Worthing Churches Homeless
Project join us on

11th December

to share about

their work and

the issues that

surround it.

Our Christmas
services and
concert provide
a wide range
of worship opportunities from
celebration to reflection. Amongst
all the hype of Christmas | think it
is always good to give space to
think about the deep meaning of
Jesus’ coming.

There is so much more to
Jesus Christ than the manger and
the shepherds. He has had more
impact on world history than any
other man. And yet he is much

more than just someone in history.

Jesus Christ is alive now.
Jesus is not only for special
times of the year like Christmas

and Easter; nor just for times of
desperation when we have tried
everything else. Jesus can meet
us in our everyday lives, in the
ordinary things we do. Millions of
people throughout the world have
discovered the reality of
the Lord Jesus Christ.
One of the most
beautiful truths in the
Bible is that God loves
us. It was because of
God's love that Jesus
was born. It's an amazing
mystery: God joined us
in the human race as a
man — human yet divine to bring
us salvation and peace.
| hope within the Christmas
programme you can take a break
from all the Christmas hustle and
bustle and reach out to God.
A happy and blessed Christmas
to you all.

G,-,ﬂ-fd'

Colin Bones
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Editorial

==

You are probably just about
getting into deciding what
to do with all your expected
Christmas cards (to hang
on ribbons or blu-tac to

the doors?). You may have
already purchased your fairly
traded wrapping paper from
Suzy or Serena (if not 18th
December will be your last
chance!). And, you surely
have ordered your festive
bird already!?

The only thing | must now
say to you all is thank you. With
over 40 Christmas greetings
messages in our specially
extended feature article
— starting on page 4 — it is lovely
to read personal ‘best wishes’ by
so many church friends.

So as we share warm
greetings with each other this
year, let us all try and share that
true message of love from God
too.

David Tingley, editor
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Prayer Diary —_
SOIN May our Advent worship be glorifying to God as we
celebrate again the coming of His Son, Jesus, to the earth.

MON Keep praying for our Church Officers and Elders — that God may
strengthen and guide them in all their responsibilities.
TUE Ask God to help us to be encouraging to one another. Ask His
forgiveness that we so often criticise instead of praise.
WED Pray for the Village Festival Night, especially that we may use
our premises effectively to show God'’s love to everyone.
Please pray for the Worthing Churches Homeless Project,
THUR our mission focus this month.
==Y Uphold the staff of the Lunch Fellowships as they prepare and
serve Christmas lunches on 14th & 16th December.
SAT Pray that many may come to the churches in Lindfield this
Christmas, and find for themselves a living faith in Jesus Christ.
Prayer FOCUS N

In addition to the above daily prayer reminders, please would you uphold
in your prayers this month's other special prayer requests.

Together with readers of the current ‘Care’ Prayer guide, let us intercede for all
who are carers at home. Many face hardship and isolation with little recognition
or status. Ask that carers may be able to have much needed time off, with
sufficient emotional support, professional and practical help and peace of mind
about their loved-ones. Pray for Christians involved in caring for others at home,
in the community or at work. May they know that what they are doing is in Christ’s
name. Ask God to help them to be beacons of His love and comfort in all their
endeavours. In particular, pray that each may know support and encouragement
this Christmas time.

“Lord of all compassion, thank you for the almost six million people in the UK
who care for a family member, friend or neighbour. Please fill them with fresh
energy to keep them going and send help when life is particularly stressful. Also,
Lord Jesus, bless children who are carers and work to look after someone without
much praise. Let them find friends who understand what it is like for them. Amen”

\ .
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Feature — Your Christmas Greetings

You've got mall

Sending messages of love at Christmas is such a special
honour. This year, GoodNEWS has asked our church family
to send festive greetings to one another via the magazine.
The following pages show the notes of love and thanks which
members and friends of Lindfield URC have personally written
and submitted. The feature visually represents and celebrates
the cross-section of folk worshipping at our church.
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Feature — Your Christmas Greetings

CHRISIMASD
Joy to the world OLEsSNGS To R L
_omd Yo au wr  PORSTHN T AeTuur

: %&Q\/\w
ﬁ;mu ok LURC

o (sz.\. (-\r;“kﬁgt L2uds
awd  MiKe Liatwar Jreeiwaz
-Sm(\ ' (3&&—‘/ Q\shmx
oV- °99, ‘g“(% M@
\D\"\N‘bﬁ 7‘5_, 4o o RO
oo VP .
g lo all owr fwzv\otgl
4""}% v \
A ' Lsﬂ&/vw\% o oo
w(‘b"}(ly) Wy hopey wywmasy
- N it love

WITH GEEETING To ild X\'}U‘QUCO\M(MQ)

THE cHuReyr FAMILY

o play thal fhie Chytmes
S H oV AaLL Py

W \NQ \' R o ‘\"\(Q\)-j"\QV"t [\ 3@5{ OJW’
A TONFUL AND

Yoo otk Ko Yo \“‘{"' o
HAPPY EHRISTMAS s A Joou. Blwg:

. A
R e
\Mo«_‘pn'e. h/\u“;c?am ba v oliang™ (

6 — December GoodNEWS 0% 0% o



TofFULCHRISTMAS  Typpen wish &
WC‘—L“/PPAJ)M -

Rdrel, ' 4 ChAayT™ed
75"-"-«&,11, . kKo

- '\u S A
NEW TEAR blessiny

(Nf;;(/k-co(/ ’/%"’g&bfg/s. Cor™y O

.

To wll our yriends
Tt Liadyild vk
ble wisd v -
JE7es Che s Frns

7L;~\< an J e« /“\Q(Ju/
Root,
CJi'tL love é,ﬂo ,._\/
7Zr(y + Allss .

Toyoue Christmas Greelings
Whergver you may el

My thanks fo rmany feiende ,r .
thl)r l’okinﬂ care of me. ’0/641' /‘R'&HDs
I pray Lord for all ﬂ—zosg AT THE v RC ccun .

Suffering and ab strife . o
Moy vour -sfupendous foler Yy /M “’Zé\
Bring peoce and e newhife. z : éz :,-——— 3

Ftignds on this Christmas mom
lers voce our poise and \S'ulg

Jo our Holy TFather Sow
And o bis San-cue King, o Ay wol .
Wi th Joue - wlsh"l/\i; you evesy godé Hesg,-nj. Ray moh P \/
© © ©.  December GoodNEWS - 7



Feature — Your Christmas Greetings
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Feature — Your Christmas Greetings
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(Some of our...)

Christmas traditions

For several years now on a Saturday in November, we bundle into our car
and drive down a bumpy farm track in Scaynes Hill. When we arrive at our
destination we climb out of the car, don our welly boots and face the challenge of
choosing our Christmas tree. Sam Hoare-Ward first mentioned this “Christmas Tree
Farm” to us and it has become a firm tradition in our family. After collecting our
name tag from the farmer we spend up to an hour wandering amongst thousands

of nearly identical trees until the perfect specimen is located. There is always much
“discussion” regarding shape, colour, height and variety. Our tag is then fixed proudly
to the tree like a flag for all to see. Last year by coincidence we met up with the
Goodys, Barlings and Tingleys who were embarking upon the same adventure and
again this year we shared our search with them. | can't wait until December when Joe
(aged six) and | go back to dig it up and bring it triumphantly home!

David Goodchild.

Christmas 1965: We had to stay
overnight at my parents with our two
young daughters as the snow was too
thick to drive home from Banstead.

1982: A very different experience
sitting in the open air beside the garden
tomb in Jerusalem for a carol service.
Unforgettable.

2000: Spent in hospital (Princess
Royal) after a major operation. Staff were
lovely, even buying a present for each
patient kept in over the period. Santa
visited and | even managed some of the
Christmas dinner — plus a large hamper
from a daughter.

2004: We stayed for four nights at
Pilgrim Hall with fabulous food, good
worship, parties, games and loads of
laughs.

Hilary Shepherd.

My most interesting memory of
Christmas present is of when | was
doing my training in 1948-50 at
University College Hospital....

In those days everyone (including
Surgeons) worked over the holiday and
patients were not sent home as they are
today.

We spent days, if not weeks, making
decorations for wards. We put them up
on Christmas Eve and took them down
on 27th December.

The highlight of the Christmas was
carol singing around the wards late on
Christmas Eve and then all going to the
local church for the midnight service.

Getting up at 6:30 am was a bit of an
anti-climax.

Mary Comber.
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December church diary

3rd

Saturday

8.45-  Sat a.m. Prayer

9.30am Meeting @ Tiger

9.30am Communion
Service

Adrian Cookney
& Colin Bones
The Forerunner
— John the Baptist
Malachi 3: 1-5,
Philippians 4: 4-9,
Matthew 11: 2-15
11.00am Healing Service
Colin Bones
6.30pm  David Nibloe —
Prayer & Praise

7th

Wednesday

6.00pm
—9.00pm Village Night

10th

Saturday

8.45-  Sat a.m. Prayer
9.30am Meeting @ Tiger

Jigsaw Sunday
Worthing Churches
Homeless Project
9.30am David Goodchild
+ WHPC team
11.00am Colin Bones
+ WHPC team
The Throne in Heaven
— Revelation 4: 1-11
6.30pm Communion
David Nibloe &
Colin Bones

14th

Wednesday

11.30am Lunch Fellowship
Christmas Lunch

Please note change of

time this month:

lunch at 12noon.

16th

Friday

12.30pm Lunch Fellowship
Christmas Lunch

17th

Saturday

8.45 -  Sat a.m. Prayer
9.30am Meeting @ Tiger

18th
Sunday

Carol Services

All-Age Christmas

Service

9.30am David Nibloe &
Stuart Dew

Fairtrade Stall Between Services

Make Christmas His
Story
11.00am Colin Bones
— Carol Service
Colin Bones
at Balcombe
Reflections on Christmas
6.30pm Adrian Cookney
& David Jones
— Carol Service

3.00pm

21st

Wednesday

12 — December GoodNEWS 0%&0%&0%&

Traditional
Christmas
Carol Concert.
Silver Band,
Choir & lots of
Carols!

7.30pm



24th Sunday services

Saturday Christmas Eve Carol i

Service - “Jesus-Prince of eXpIaIned e

Peace”

A reflective service

7.00 pm Colin Bones The 9.30am service is an opportunity
for all age groups to join in a relaxed
informal time. There is a créche, and

Christmas Day Service after about 20 minutes children and

Family Celebration young people up to age 14 go out to

— “Rejoice in Jesus” their own groups on most Sundays.

10.30am Colin Bones
Coffee is normally served between the

morning services and after the evening one.
New Years Day Service The 11.00am service is usually more

10.30am Colin Bones set and formal.

At 6.30pm it is sometimes a
celebration, sometimes a quieter ministry
time and sometimes an open communion
service or something quite different!

Personal prayer is available after
every service. Prayer requests and
brief statements of praise for answered
prayer can be put in the red book on
the concourse table. We can also offer
personal prayer ministry at home or

in hospital.

We do not take up an offering
during the services, but all those
wishing to give are invited to place a
gift in one of the bowls at the doors
before or after the service. Thank you.

OTHER LOCAL EVENTS Cassette recordings of services can
LISTED ON BACK COVER be borrowed free from the church.

o oo oo December GoodNEWS - 13



Monthly Mission Support

Worthing Churches
Homeless Projects

Once again during December we shall be supporting work
amongst the homeless through the Worthing Churches
Homeless Projects, an organisation with a distinctively
Christian ethos offering support and help to mainly single
adults. During our morning services on 11th December we shall be
welcoming a visiting team from Worthing to get an update on recent
news and plans for the future. Don't miss it!

Throughout the month there will be an eyecatching display in the
church concourse, with photos and free literature. Browse at your
leisure during weekday mornings when the church is open. To whet
your appetite, Alison Godfrey, the Projects’ Fundraising and Public

Relations Manager, writes:-

“Greetings Friends!

Can you believe that
December has come to us again!
| am so looking forward to being
with you again and telling you
about our work.

We are celebrating winning
the national Faithworks
Community Award for our work.
It is a reflection of the hard
work and commitment of our
staff, volunteers and the support
we receive from the church
community. The £5,000 grant
that is part of the award will

14 — December GoodNEWS 0%

be used for the direct benefit
of clients by providing social
activities. These activities will
help clients to gain a sense of
purpose and be an opportunity
to explore their own potential.
Thank you for the role you have
all played in helping us to achieve
this nationally recognised award.
The Recovery Project will
be our new project for 2006.
We have recently been blessed
in finding the perfect property
for this residential project and
we have taken a step in faith by



purchasing it, with completion on
1st December 2005.This project
will need £1.8m to purchase the
property and secure its future for
three years. At this time we have
£1.1m, a fantastic achievement
for a relatively small charity, |
am sure you will agree, but still
£700,000 short of its target.
The Recovery Project will be a
medium term accommodation
project, for people to stay for up
to two years whilst they address
their drug and alcohol use. | will
be telling you more about this
when | visit. In the meantime
we are working closely with our
prospective new neighbours
around the Recovery Project as
we help them with any concerns
or questions they may have. We
would welcome your prayers and
friendship at this time.

With my best wishes

In Christ

Alison

For more information visit
www.wchp.org.uk
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Christmas Post Box

Christmas Card Collection

< If you would like to send a Christmas Card to friends in the church,
you are welcome to use the church’s Christmas Post Box.

< It will be available from Advent Sunday (27th November).

< The final posting date is Friday 16th December.

« The cards will be sorted and ready for collection on a table at the
back of the church on Sunday 18th December.

< Any donations will be gratefully received and will go to TearFund.
There will be a collection box on top of the post box for this
purpose.

< To help with sorting, please can you use the full address on your
envelopes.

Thanks and Happy Christmas,
Christmas Postbox Team

Men's Breakfast

Saturday 14th January 2006 8.30 a.m. — 10.00 a.m.

RELEASING HOSTAGES - Real life stories from the Middle East
during the Lebanese Civil War

One of our current local Hospital Chaplains (David Goodenough),
was from May 1987 to July 1993 based in Cyprus working for the
Middle East Council of Churches, which included being an advisor to
the Archbishop of Canterbury on negotiations to secure the release
of the western hostages. David witnessed the power of God at work
during these tense and difficult times.

Do join us and perhaps bring a friend for a traditional cooked
breakfast, followed by the inside story of the above.

For catering purposes, please contact Ray Smith (484427),
Ron Goodenough (417002) or David Jones (483037) for advance
free tickets.
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The Ban(ne)d Interviews!!

rHeather
Swann

When did you learn to play the
piano?

| started as a young child — | think |
was about 6 or 7.

Have you got a piano at home and
what sort is it?
Yes — an upright.

Have you ever used an electronic
keyboard?

I've got an electric piano — that's
the nearest | will get to it. I'm not into
keyboards really.

What style of music/composer/
piece do you prefer most?
Classical, light classical really — and
my favourite composer is Mozart, no
favourite piece, | just love all his music.

Which keys do you prefer playing,
the black ones or the white ones?

(Laughs!) No — you just need them
both!

What is the most frustrating thing
about playing the piano?

| can't improvise. | would love to be
able to play without music, but | can't. In
worship I'd love to be more free with my
playing really — that's all I'm asking.

If you weren't playing the piano,
what other instrument would you like
to play?

That's an interesting question because
I'm left handed and | like playing the
guitar, but it would have to be round the
other way. I'd probably look at the flute,
but again whether being left handed
would affect it — it probably wouldn’t
affect it, so probably the flute.

Does your left-handedness affect
your piano playing?

No, it doesn't, because you're using
both hands.

Do you play outside the church at
all?

Yes, | do play in Peter's group, The
Perdido Players.

J
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Family News

Congratulations

to Kitty Wood who celebrates
her 100th birthday on 19th
December.

Kitty has also been a member

of this church for nearly 80 years.

New Address

for Elena Mullen has
moved to:- 43 Colwell Gardens,
Haywards Heath, W Sussex
RH16 4HG. Telephone number
01444 440763. Please amend
your Who's Who.

for Ken Long:
6 The Sycamores, Scotia Road,
Fishtoft, Boston, Lincs PE21
ORU. Tel 01205 362125

Thanks

September 2005: Members
are often recording their
appreciation for help given in a
time of need, and we would like
to be added to the list. We have
been very grateful for cards,
messages, prayers, visits and
practical help during the times
of Lyn’s hospitalisation for a hip
revision and during the time of
recovery. Our sincere thanks to
so many. God bless to you all.

Richard & Lyn Tucker
Ed: Apologies for the lateness
in printing this note, | fear it got
lost in ‘cyberspace’ at the time!

Can you help?

Has anyone got a lonely old
fashioned wooden clothes horse
hiding in their loft?

| would like to give it a home
where it will be useful.
Evelyn Lea Tel 01444 484496

Christmas Greetings from
Dave and Pam White.

“May we wish you all a Joyous
Christmas.

We want to thank you all for
your faithful support for us, we
are humbled by your generosity.

We enjoy hearing all the news
of Lindfield URC, and would
like to thank Heather Swann for
sending Good News each month.

Highlights of 2005 for us
have been the trip to Egypt, to
see the opportunities for our
OM team there. Also our sixth
grandchild was born in April, and
in September we celebrated 40
years of marriage. The Lord is
Good.”

Last minute Christmas
greetings:

John, Carol, Simon and
Helen would like to wish
everybody a very Happy
Christmas. With Love from the
Merretts

FELLOWSHIP

The Fellowship meets on
Wednesday December 14th
at 2.45pm for their Annual
Christmas Tea. There will be
entertainment of a festive nature.
Do come and join us.
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The Three Churches Saturday
Morning Prayer Meetings

For some time now a number
of members from the three
Lindfield churches have

been meeting for prayer

on Saturday mornings
between 8:45 and 9:30am
and meetings start and end
punctually. The venue rotates
between the three churches;
in December it will be at the
Tiger.

The sessions are led by
different members who focus on
matters that lie on their hearts,
and then the meeting is open to
any situation, whether individual,

Balcombe United Reformed Church

national or world.

These are great opportunities
to pray for and be aware of what
is happening in our nation and
how our freedom as Christians is
under threat.

THE TRUMPET CALL IS
SOUNDING AND WE NEED TO
MAKE A STAND!

If you wish to know more
please speak to any of the
following,

Aubrey or Norna Derham, Janet
Drayton, Ray Smith, Heather
Swann, Dennis Rowell.

Bramble Hill, Balcombe, RH17 6HR
Contact: Mrs Leonie Wren (01444 811253)

A reminder that we are now holding services we
starting at the earlier time of 10.30am. Services
for this month are as follows:-

December 4th  Barry Piper — 10.30am

December 11th Philip Wren — 10.30am

December 18th
— Colin Bones
CHRISTMAS DAY - Philip Wren — 10.30am

CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT - 3.30pm

Visitors are most welcome to join us at any time, including our afternoon Carol
Service. Tea and mincepies will be served after this service.
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News

Attacks were
“premeditated”

CHRISTIAN schools throughout Pakistan
will go on strike today (17 November)
in protest at the attacks on believers in
Sangla Hill, Punjab, on Satu.

In Pakistan’s worst outbreak of anti-
Christian violence since gunmen attacked
a church on Christmas Day 2002, a mob
destroyed the Roman Catholic, Salvation
Army and United Presbyterian churches in
Basti Asyia, Sangla Hill village, accusing a
Christian man of desecrating the Koran.

According to eyewitnesses, the attack
appeared to have been premeditated, as the
mob was brought into the village in buses.
Source: Christian Herald 17.11.05

It's a Boy

A Christian charity is sending a
film about the Christmas story to
every primary school in Britain
after hearing of a young boy who
asked his teacher why Mary and
Joseph had named their baby
after a swear word. The Breakout
Trust raised £200,000 to make the
30-minute animated film, It's a Boy.
Steve Legg, head of the charity,
said: “There are over 12 million
children in the UK and only 756,000
of them go to church regularly. That
leaves a staggering number who are
probably not receiving basic Christian
teaching.”

(Source: Ruth Gledhill, Religion Correspondent, The Times)

'‘We must learn to get out

of God’s way’

DEBATES in the General Synod of the
Church of England are like scenes from
the film Groundhog Day, the Archbishop of
Canterbury said last month.
In a wake-up call to the Church’s
legislative body, Dr Rowan Williams told
the 476 synod members to use their
ingenuity to “get out of God's way when
he is moving”. He went on: “That depends
a great deal on our working in a way that
suggests we really do believe that God
exists.”

In his presidential address at Church
House, Westminster, to the newly

elected synod, he said: “Synod may

be a legislative body, it may be a sort

of parliament, it may feel variously

like a debating society, an amateur
dramatic society, an interminable revising
committee or a scene from Groundhog
Day, but beyond all of this it is part of our
Church’s way of discerning God’s purpose
for us, and it is utterly meaningless if we
lose sight of that.”

In the film, a cynical weatherman has
to relive the worst day of his life over and
over until he becomes a better person.
(Source: Times Online, November 17 2005)
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