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The Wonders of His love – A Christmas Bible reading plan

Christ is Coming

Christ will give

Day 1
Day 2
Day 3
Day 4
Day 5

Day 14
Day 15
Day 16
Day 17
Day 18

Isaiah 9:2-7
Isaiah 11:1-5
Isaiah 7:10-14
Micah 5:1-5
2 Samuel 7:12-16

Romans 6:20-23
Galatians 4:1-7
1 Timothy 1:15-17
Titus 3:3-7
Philippians 2:6-8

Christ is here

Christ will return

Day 6
Day 7
Day 8
Day 9
Day 10
Day 11
Day 12
Day 13

Day 19
Day 20
Day 21
Day 22
Day 23
Day 24
Day 25

Luke 1:26-33
Luke 1:34-38
Luke 1:46-55
Matthew 1:18-25
Luke 2:1-7
Luke 2:8-12
Luke 2:13-20
Matthew 1:1-17

John 14:1-6
Daniel 7:13-14
Revelation 1:4-7
Revelation 3:20-22
Revelation 22:12-13
Revelation 22:16-17
Revelation 22:20

Church News
Lindfield Late night shopping night
Takes place on Tuesday 6th December. The church will be open from 6-9pm. We will be serving
refreshments and there will be musical performances in the Church during the evening. If you can
help at some point during the evening, please sign up on the forms on the concourse.
Wednesday Worship
Wednesday worship will be taking place on Wednesday 7th December led by Reverend Keith
Morrison. The church will be open from 11am for coffee before the service starts at 11.30am.
However, in January there will not be a Wednesday worship service.
Christmas Lunch
Christmas lunch follows December’s Wednesday worship on the 7th December. If you would like
to join us for a 2-course lunch, followed by coffee, tea and mince-pies. Please sign up on the
clipboard on the concourse. There is a cost of £7.50 per head.
Messy Church
Messy Church for families, takes place on Friday 2nd December and Friday 13th
January 2023 at 4pm. Activities, crafts, and story following a theme, are followed
by a tea for all. If you can help, please contact Jacquie Odell on 07895 772317.
Chill and Chat
Chill and Chat is taking a break in December, but will be returning in January on Wednesday 15th,
from 7.30pm. Jute Williams will be coming along to share her experience of being part of Health,
Help International. Jute has recently spent time in Zambia earlier this year, so will be also talking
about that trip. Anyone is welcome to attend. Refreshments and cake will be provided.
The Fellowship
The next Fellowship meeting will be on Wednesday 25th January at 2.30pm in the Church lounge.
Our Minister Reverend Keith Morrison will be coming to chat.
Home groups
Most home groups will run on the first and third Thursdays in the month, with the option of
groups meeting at various times of the day. If you would like to join a home group, please contact
Simon Franklin on 01444 412315.
Three churches Prayer meeting
There is a weekly Prayer meeting on Saturday mornings from 8.45 – 9.30am at the Lindfield
Evangelical Free Church. Please join if you are able.
Sue Tester - new home phone number
Sue has finally got a new home phone number. For your records it is 01444 616608

Church Services in December
Sunday 4th December 2022
Second Sunday in Advent
‘What Christmas gift do you give to a sinful world?’
John the Baptist fulfils the role of Isaiah’s prophetic voice, preparing for the Lord’s coming.

Service taken by Reverend Simon Franklin at 10am
The reading is taken from Matthew 3:1-12
… “A voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight
paths for him.’” (NIV)

3

Wednesday 7th December 2022
‘A promise’
Service taken by Reverend Keith Morrison at 11.30am
10

The reading is taken from Isaiah 11:1-10
In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations will rally to
him, and his resting place will be glorious. (NIV)
Join us for coffee before the service from 11am
At church only

Sunday 11th December 2022
Third Sunday in Advent
‘The wobble moment’
John the Baptist sends his disciples to ask whether Jesus really is the promised Messiah. Jesus
invites John to look at his words and deeds – they fulfil Isaiah’s prophecies; and he affirms John
as the messenger, foretold by Malachi, sent to prepare the way.
This week, we flash forward from the preparatory ministry of John the Baptist (see last week’s
Gospel reading) to find John languishing in Herod’s dungeon and doubting whether Jesus is the
promised Messiah. How does John deal with those doubts? And how should we deal with
ours?

Service taken by Reverend Keith Morrison at 10am
The reading is taken from Matthew 11:2-11
10
This is the one about whom it is written: “’I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will
prepare your way before you’” (NIV)

Sunday 11th December contd.
Carols by Candlelight
A service of lessons and carols, re-telling the story of Christmas.
Led by Reverend Keith Morrison at 5pm
This service will be followed by refreshments.

Sunday 18th December 2022
Fourth Sunday in Advent
‘Significant other’
In a dream, an angel tells Joseph that Mary’s child is from the Holy Spirit. He is to take her as
his wife and name the child Jesus, the Saviour. By Joseph’s adoption Jesus becomes the
promised Son of David, named ‘God is with us’.
Joseph is the last named in the list of Jesus' antecedents given by Matthew at the beginning of
his Gospel but, as husband to Mary, not as Jesus’ biological father. He is entirely silent
throughout this and, indeed, all of the Gospels, and he fades from the scene almost
immediately after the opening chapters. But his actions are a vital and significant part of God’s
story.

Service taken by Reverend Keith Morrison at 10am to include Communion
The reading is taken from Matthew 1:18-25
20

But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said,
“Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, you are to give him the
name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” (NIV)

Saturday 24th December 2022
‘Crib Service’
A re-telling of the first Christmas with the help of our young people.
A service for all ages.
Service taken by Reverend Keith Morrison at 4pm
Refreshments will be served after the service

Sunday 25th December 2022
Christmas Day
‘Good news!’
Service taken by Reverend Keith Morrison at 10am
The reading is taken from Luke 2:8-20
10

But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great
joy for all people.” (NIV)

Sunday 1st January 2023
‘Opening Doors’
The very well known ‘A time to be born, and a time to die’ is the first of 14 pairs of contrasting
actions, all of which have their season or proper place in human life. But, the writer says, none
of them, nor anything else humans do, will help you know the entirety of ‘what God has done
from the beginning to end’, so the best thing to do is to take pleasure in what you do and be
happy and enjoy yourself for as long as you live.
The reading focuses on a variety of times and seasons in our lives, prompting questions about
how we empathise with one another. The Gospel passage challenges us to look outwards as
well, seeking out those in our community who are in difficult circumstances and putting in
place ways to support them.

Service taken by Reverend Keith Morrison at 10am
The reading is taken from Ecclesiasties 3:1-11
1

There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under the heavens: (NIV)

Sunday 8th January 2023
‘Baptism of the Lord’
Jesus comes to the river Jordan and is baptized by John, who is reluctant because he thinks
Jesus should baptize him. The Spirit descends on Jesus and a heavenly voice calls him God’s
beloved Son.
The baptism of Jesus is a wonderful image of Jesus’ submission. Jesus knew that to
demonstrate his obedience he needed to go through John’s water of repentance. As he came
up out of the water, he heard the words that showed God’s attitude towards him: ‘my
Son…with whom I am well pleased’. In the light of this, we explore our commitment to God
and how it shapes our behaviour and attitudes

Service taken by Reverend Keith Morrison at 10am
The reading is taken from Matthew 3:13-17
16

As soon as Jesus was baptised, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was
opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17 And a
voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” (NIV)

Sunday 15th January 2023
‘Come, See, Tell, Repeat’
John the Baptist identifies Jesus as ‘the Lamb of God’, and the one who ‘baptizes with the Holy
Spirit’. Later, two people try to find out more about Jesus, and he invites them to ‘Come and
see’. These first two disciples believe they have found the Messiah, and bring others to Jesus.
The Gospel passage is one of witness. John has seen something of what his cousin is to become
and is quick to impart the information to his disciples. Andrew and his friend are intrigued, so
Jesus invites them to spend the day with him. Andrew is so impressed that he brings his
brother Peter to meet Jesus too. There is a clear message here – we are not to keep what we
discover about Jesus to ourselves.

Service taken by Reverend Keith Morrison at 10am
The reading is taken from John 1:29-42
35

The next day John was there again with two of his disciples. 36 When he saw Jesus passing
by, he said, “Look, the Lamb of God”! (NIV)

Sunday 22nd January 2023
‘About turn’
After his baptism, Jesus calls people to repentance, to turn away from darkness and towards
the light. The disciples’ response to Jesus’ call is immediate. Jesus makes his way through
Galilee, teaching, proclaiming the good news of God’s kingdom, and healing the sick.
Jesus starts his ministry by declaring that the kingdom of heaven is near. But, to be ready to
accept it, we need to repent. The first people to follow – Peter, Andrew, James and John – did
just that. They left their fishing nets and turned towards Jesus. Their former lives were no
longer the priority; and then the adventure really began! The same can be true for us if we are
willing to re-orientate our lives as followers of Jesus. This is the true meaning of repentance.

Service taken by Reverend Keith Morrison at 10am to include Communion
The reading is taken from Matthew 4:12-23
19

“Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for people.”
left their nets and followed him.(NIV)

20

At once they

December and January Church Prayer meetings
The next two months Church Prayer meetings will take place on the following date by phone
only. Call 01444 711407 to participate.
Thursday 8th December – 10am and 7.30pm
Thursday 12th January – 10am and 7.30pm
Thursday 26th January – 10am and 7.30pm

Sunday 29th January 2023
‘Walking humbly’
Jesus draws huge crowds to listen to him. He declares God’s blessing with something of a
reversal of fortunes on those who are suffering, and also on those who are merciful, pure in
heart and peacemakers.
There are plenty of practical guidelines throughout the Bible on how we should live. To help us
to truly ‘walk humbly’ with God, through all that life throws at us, we will need to focus in on
what God really requires of us.

Service taken by Reverend Keith Morrison at 10am
The reading is taken from Matthew 5:1-12
12

“Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they
persecuted the prophets who were before you.”(NIV)

• All our Sunday morning services will include ‘United’ for children and young people who
go out to their own group during the service.
• Coffee will be served after each Sunday service in the Church Hall.

Flower Distribution in January
The following ladies will be distributing the Church flowers in January.
1st January
8th January
15th January
22nd January
29th January

Alison Ward
Carol Marsh
Heather Swann
Fiona Tingley
Heather Swann

Are you able to give up a few hours occasionally on a rota to distribute the church flowers?
Heather Swann would love to hear from you and would be able to give you further
information. You can contact her on 01444 450335.

Access to Services
Services will continue to be in a ‘hybrid’ format. You can attend the service in person, or you
can watch or listen online via the church website lindfieldurc.org Click the link ‘Watch on
Facebook’ or ’Listen Live’. You do not need a Facebook account to do this. Or to listen on
the phone dial 01444 711407

December’s Diary – ‘more than just Sundays’
Thursday 1st December

Various

Home groups

Friday 2nd December

4 – 6pm
7.30-9pm

Messy Church
Pulse for Year 6 and above

Saturday 3rd December

8.45 – 9.30am
9am – 1pm

Three churches Prayer meeting at the LEFC
Lindfield Repair Cafe

Sunday 4th December

10am

Sunday Service

Monday 5th December

10am – 12pm
6pm
7pm

Art Group
Boys Brigade – Anchors & Juniors
Boys Brigade – Company section

Tuesday 6th December

10 – 11.30am
5.30-9pm

Stepping Stones
Lindfield Late-night shopping evening.

Wednesday 7th December

11.30am
12.30pm

Wednesday Worship
Christmas Lunch

Thursday 8th December

10am and 7.30pm

Church Prayer meetings on the phone

Friday 9th December

7.30-9pm

Pulse for Year 6 and above

Saturday 10th December

8.45 – 9.30am

Three churches Prayer meeting at the LEFC

Sunday 11th December

10am
5pm

Sunday Service
Carols by Candlelight

Monday 12th December

10am – 12pm
6pm
7pm

Art Group
Boys Brigade – Anchors & Juniors
Boys Brigade – Company section

Tuesday 13th December

10 – 11.30am

Stepping Stones

Thursday 15th December

Various

Home groups

Friday 16th December

7.30-9pm

Pulse for Year 6 and above

Saturday 17th November

8.45 – 9.30am

Three churches Prayer meeting at the LEFC

Sunday 18th December

10am

Sunday Service

Monday 19th December

10am – 12pm

Art Group

Thursday 22nd December

7.30pm

Christmas Concert

Saturday 24th December

4pm

Crib Service

Sunday 25th December

10am

Sunday Service

January’s Diary – ‘more than just Sundays’
Sunday 1st January

10am

Sunday Service

Thursday 5th January

Various

House groups

Saturday 7th January

8.45 – 9.30am
9am – 1pm

Three churches Prayer meeting at the LEFC
Lindfield Repair cafe

Sunday 8th January

10am

Sunday Service

Monday 9th January

10am – 12pm
6pm
7pm

Art Group
Boys Brigade – Anchors & Juniors
Boys Brigade – Company section

Tuesday 10th January

10 – 11.30am

Stepping Stones

Thursday 12th January

10am & 7.30pm

Church Prayer meetings on the phone

Friday 13th January

4 – 6pm
7.30-9pm

Messy Church
Pulse for Year 6 and above

Saturday 14th January

8.45 – 9.30am

Three churches Prayer meeting at the LEFC

Sunday 15th January

10am

Sunday Service

Monday 16th January

10am – 12pm
6pm
7pm

Art Group
Boys Brigade – Anchors & Juniors
Boys Brigade – Company section

Tuesday 17th January

10 – 11.30am

Stepping Stones

Wednesday 18th January

7.30pm

Chill and Chat – open to all

Thursday 19th January

Various

House groups

Friday 20th January

7.30-9pm

Pulse for Year 6 and above

Saturday 21st January

8.45 – 9.30am

Three churches Prayer meeting at the LEFC

Sunday 22nd January

10am

Sunday Service

Monday 23rd January

10am – 12pm
6pm
7pm

Art Group
Boys Brigade – Anchors & Juniors
Boys Brigade – Company section

Tuesday 24th January

10 – 11.30am

Stepping Stones

Wednesday 25th January

2.30pm

The Fellowship

Thursday 26th January

10am & 7.30pm

Church Prayer meetings on the phone

Friday 27th January

7.30-9pm

Pulse for Year 6 and above

Saturday 28th January

10am – 3pm

LICC Worship seminar – Croydon

January’s Diary – ‘more than just Sundays’ contd.
th

Sunday 29 January

10am

Sunday Service

Monday 30th January

10am – 12pm
6pm
7pm

Art Group
Boys Brigade – Anchors & Juniors
Boys Brigade – Company section

Tuesday 31st January

10 – 11.30am

Stepping Stones

Future Dates to note
Wednesday 1st February – Wednesday worship

The Perdido Players and friends are bringing us a
light-hearted Christmas Concert with music and more
on Thursday 22nd December. Join us from 7.30pm for
this informal concert, followed by refreshments.
Donations will go to St Peter and St James Hospice

Christmas Post-box
We will be putting out the Post-box in the concourse for Christmas post to
those folk within our congregation only. You can post up-to the end of
Friday 16th December. The post will then be sorted, and collection will be
from Sunday 18th December. Please make sure you put the name and first
line of the address of your recipient on the envelope, otherwise we can’t
guarantee delivery. Money donated in lieu of stamps will go towards
December’s mission funding.

This notice sheet is produced on behalf of the Lindfield United Reformed Church. Please contact
notices@lindfieldurc.org.uk if you have any queries.

